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The development of processed fish product exports holds substantial importance for the Original Research
expansion of non-oil exports due to their higher value-added, extended shelf life, and enhanced ARTICLE
potential for international market penetration. This study evaluates the comparative advantage HISTORY
and examines the export specialization pattern of Iran’s processed fish products over the
period 2002-2023. To assess export competitiveness, Balassa's Revealed Comparative
Advantage (RCA) index and its symmetric form (RSCA) were employed. Furthermore, a
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Galtonian regression convergence model based on the RSCA index—incorporating a dynamic Accepted:2026/05/20
sanctions intensity variable—was utilized to investigate the structural dynamics of export ePublished:
specialization. The empirical results indicate that the RCA index remained consistently greater 2026/06/16

than one throughout the study period, demonstrating that Iran maintains a robust comparative
advantage in exporting this specific product category. Moreover, the RSCA index was positive
and substantially high in most years, yielding a mean value of approximately 0.88, which
signifies a highly stable competitive position for these products in the global market. The
estimations from the specialization model reveal that the lagged RSCA coefficient is positive
and statistically significant at the 5% level, whereas the coefficient for sanctions intensity is
not statistically significant. Overall, Iran's processed fish product exports exhibit a resilient
and stable comparative advantage, suggesting that international sanctions have not structurally
altered or disrupted the long-term export specialization pattern of these products.

* Corresponding Author:

Email address: Roya.eshraghi@iau.ac.ir

© Published by Tarbiat Modares University
ISSN: 2322-5513



